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active in public life was likely to suffer in labour and financial
distress.200

However, in any discussion of the constitution, parliament
clearly remains of paramount interest, at least to historians. A
general summary of the state of knowledge, with some possibly
rash suggestions, is offered in Elton's survey of the operational
and representative functions of parliament down to i6oo.201
The chief parliamentary historian of the period is unquestion-
ably Neale whose major works use new materials to analyse
the lower house and to describe the tense situation there
throughout Elizabeth's reign.202 True, criticisms are beginning
to gather (what in truth was the part played by religion? should
one ignore finance? were relations between crown and commons
really so predominantly marked by conflict?), but it is obvious
that Xeale not only raised the whole subject to a new level of
learning but also destroyed old legends of servile parliaments.
Much less is so far known about the first half of the century,
though Miller and Elton have made a beginning.203 All this
labour has succeeded in casting grave doubts upon the old
concept of a 'Tudor despotism', doubts which are strongly
reinforced by work on the content of constitutional ideas in the
period. How well the almost painfully exact legalism of the
early Tudors was reflected in thinking upon the matter has
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